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1. Introduction

Various metallic jigs and wooden instruments have
been described previously for the orthodontic bracket
positioning. '™ These jigs have to be frequently changed
for placement of brackets at different heights. Also most of
the brackets positioning gauges are helpful in improving the
vertical positioning of the bracket (occluso- gingival). But
it is necessary to position the brackets on the tooth in the
correct horizontal position as well (along the long axis of
the tooth). The present article describes a single instrument
to position the bracket on the tooth at a desired height and
also along the long axis of the tooth.>

2. Fabrication

1. Take a 0.017” X 0.025” straight length stainless steel
wire and give a step bend as shown in the figure.
(Figure 1)

2. Take a small piece of orthodontic band material of
around 5 to 6 mm length.

3. Mark on the flat surface of the band material 1 mm
apart. (Figure 2)

4. Keep an orthodontic bracket placement tweezer ready.
(Figure 3)
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Figure 1: Sectional 0.017” X 0.025” SS wire with the step bend

5. The band material with the markings on it, is attached
to the SS wire with the help of a cyanoacrylate glue
at the point where there is step in the wire. The wire-
band assembly is then attached to one of the arms of
the tweezer with glue.

. The bracket to be positioned is held in such a way
that the top most marking coincides with the slot of
the bracket and the vertical arm of the wire extends up
along the centre of the bracket. (Figure 4)
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Figure 2: Band material with markings on 1 mm interval

Figure 3: Bracket placement tweezer

Figure 4: Bracket held with the bracket placement tweezer

Figure 5: Bracket placement on the tooth

7. The bracket can be placed at desired height just by
moving the tweezer up or down and coinciding the
marking on the band with the incisal edge. Apart from
positioning the bracket at desired height, the vertical
SS wire will help in positioning the bracket along the
long axis of the tooth. (Figure 5) The free end of the
SS wire is covered by adhesive resin to prevent injury
to the soft tissue.

3. Advantages

1. Single instrument is used for holding the bracket and
positioning it at desired height.
2. Saves chair side time
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